


P. O. Box 30158 
MICHEL M. MOORE Los Angeles, California 90030 
Chief of Police Telephone: (213) 847-3615 
TDD: (877) 275-5273 
Reference Number: 14.4 
June 29, 2020 
Aura Bogado 


Reveal from the Center for Investigative Reporting 
1400 65" Street, Suite 200 
Emeryville, CA 94608 


SENT VIA EMAIL TO: abogado@revealnews.org 


Re: California Public Records Act (CPRA) Request No. 20-3431 
Dear Ms. Bogado: 


The Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD or Department) has received your request, made 
pursuant to the California Public Records Act (Cal. Govt. Code §6250, et seg., hereafter CPRA 
or the Act), for the following: 


“,...arecord of all cell phone messages sent to and from Chief Moore, as well as a 
record of all cell phone messages sent to and from all BPC commissioners during the 
duration of the described meeting, which lasted approximately eight-and-a-half hours. 
Responsive records should include, but should not be limited to: the sender and receiver 
name, phone number, text, images, links, and timestamp, all within clear threads that 
indicate which messages are being responded to and among whom. 


Additionally, I am seeking a record of all chats shared between Chief Moore and BPC 
commissioners on any platform on which the group was communicating during the 
described meeting.” * 


* Please be advised that the Department is hereby responding with respect only to records in its 
possession. To the extent your request also seeks records in the possession of any of the BPC 
Commissioners, a separate response will be provided by the Board of Police Commissioners. 


The Department is cognizant of its responsibilities under the Act. It recognizes the statutory 
scheme was enacted to maximize citizen access to the workings of government. The Act does 
not mandate disclosure of all documents within the government’s possession. Rather, by specific 
exemption and reference to other statutes, the Act recognizes that there are boundaries where the 
public’s right to access must be balanced against such weighty considerations as the right of 
privacy, a right of constitutional dimension under California Constitution, Article 1, section 1. 
The law also exempts from disclosure, records that are privileged or confidential or otherwise 
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exempt under either express provisions of the Act or pursuant to applicable federal or state law, 
per California Government Code Sections6254(b); 6254(c); 6254(f); 6254(k); and 6255. 


The Department has performed a search and identified records responsive to the above request 
and such records are attached to this response. To the extent these records contain information 
that does not fall within the definition of a “public record” under Section 6252(e) of the Act and 
is therefore not subject to the provisions of the CPRA, it has been removed. Further, certain 
content has been redacted which reflects the deliberative process of senior Department officials 
and is therefore exempt pursuant to Section 6255 of the Act, which permits the nondisclosure of 
records when, “on the facts of a particular case the public interest served by not disclosing the 
record clearly outweighs the public interest served by disclosure of the record.” Judicially 
recognized protection over records of such decision-making processes is intended to cultivate, as 
opposed to discourage, open discussion within the agency which would undermine the agency’s 
ability to perform its functions. Additionally, the Department asserts Section 6254(k) over and 
has redacted certain content. Subdivision (k) protects from disclosure, records which are exempt 
under State or Federal law, including provisions of the Evidence Code relating to privilege. 
Specifically, Evidence Code Section 1040 declares an official information privilege for 
information acquired in confidence by a public agency when the public interest in disclosing the 
information is outweighed by the public interest in keeping the information confidential. To the 
extent certain communications involve tactically/operationally sensitive information, that 
specific content has been redacted under this provision of the Act. 


If you have any questions regarding tis response, please contact the Lieutenant Brian O’Connor, 
Legal Affairs Division, Discovery Section, at (213) 847-3615. 


Respectfully, 


MICHEL M. MOORE 





Commanding Officer 
Legal Affairs Division 


